
The Hernando Preservation Commission was 

sworn in to office by Mayor Chip Johnson on 

Wednesday, July 22 at Hernando City Hall. 

Members of the Preservation Commission 

include Jim Seay (Chairman), Mike Robison 

(Vice-Chairman), Leslie Ballard (Secretary), 

Pam French, Bill Brown, Sherry Fernandez, 

Angie Hick, Doug Thornton and new mem-

ber, Jeff Gatlin. 

The Preservation Commission is charged with 

keeping a record of the historic resources in 

the community, hearing Certificate of Appro-

priateness applications, and sponsoring pro-

jects that further the goals of preservation in 

Hernando. 

The City of Hernando has had a preservation 

program , including local district design guide-

lines since 1997. 

The City of Hernando has four National Reg-

ister Districts, including the Court Square Dis-

trict, the Commerce Street District, the  

Southside District and the Northside District. 

For more information about the work of the 

Hernando Preservation Commission call 

Shelly Johnstone at 429-9092. 

On July 17, 2009 the Mississippi Archives 

and History Board of Directors conferred 

Mississippi Landmark status on the old Her-

nando Water Tower.  The Towerõs designa-

tion as a state landmark was recommended 

to the Board by the Permit Committee. 

The iconic tower, built in 1925, marked the 

beginning of the public water system in 

Hernando, which helped the town grow and 

prosper. 

The Tower and its potential landmark status 

was the subject of a recent New York Times 

article. 

Hernando has two other Mississippi Land-

marks, the DeSoto County Courthouse and 

the Felix LaBauve home. (continued pg.2) 
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From left to right: Mike Robison, Angie Hick, 
Pam French, Jim Seay, Sherry Fernandez, 
Leslie Ballard, Bill Brown, Doug Thornton,  
Jeff Gatlin. 
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Events 

September 10 

10 Most Endangered 

Places 

Unveiling Event 

Jackson 

601-354-0200 

www.mississippiheritage.

com 
 

September 25 

Certified Local Govern-

ment Training 

Preservation Commis-

sioner Training 

HernandoðGale Center 

1:00 ð3:30 p.m. 
 

October 13-17 

National Historic Preser-

vation 

Conference 

Nashville, Tennessee 

www.preservationnation.o

rg/resources/training/npc/ 

202-588-6100 or confer-

ence@nthp.org 
 

October 23-24 

Columbus Ghosts & Leg-

ends Tour 

662.328.0222 or 

800.327.2686 

www.columbus-ms.org 
 

October 29-31 

Southeastern Society 

of Architectural Histori-

ans 

Annual Meeting 

Jackson -- Roberts 

Walthall Hotel and sites in 

downtown Jackson 
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The City of Hernando has been 

awarded a Certified Local Gov-

ernment Grant from the Missis-

sippi Department of  Archives 

and History.   

The grant will be used to study 

additional historic resources 

with an eye toward expanding 

the Commerce Street District 

down Elm Street.   

Funds will also be used to de-

velop a walking tour, including 

a brochure, of the Cityõs four 

historic districts and other im-

portant points of interest, and 

adding new signage. 

òWe have so many great his-

toric treasures in Hernando,ó  

noted Preservation Commis-

sion Chairman Jim Seay, òand 

we think it is a good idea to 

provide an easy way for people 

to find them.  There is a lot of 

interest in both the architecture 

and the history in Hernando.ó 

The work should be completed 

by December.  

For more information, contact 

Shelly Johnstone at 429-9092. 

 

Mississippi Department of Archives and 

History Awards Grant to Hernando 

tion, and interpretation of 

historic courthouses and his-

toric schools.  However, be-

cause Hernando is a Certified 

Local Government, funds can 

be used for landmarks other 

than courthouses and schools. 

The tower is one of the most 

photographed structures in 

Hernando.  It has served as a 

Because the Hernando Wa-

ter Tower is now a Missis-

sippi Landmark, it receives 

some extra protections and 

is eligible for Community 

Heritage Preservation grant 

funds.   

The grants may be used to 

pay the cost of preserva-

tion, restoration, rehabilita-
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Water Tower is now Mississippi Landmark 

Pictures from the ñBeale Town Boundò Blues Marker 

Dedication in Hernando 

 

The Baptist Industrial College and its Marker 
will be an important stop on the Cityõs His-
toric Walking Tour. 
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The Hernando Water 

Tower today. 

A nice crowd gathers to witness the dedication of the  òBeale Town Boundó Blues Marker in Hernando. 

way-finder for many people re-

turning home to, or visiting, Her-

nando. 

The Tower also graced the cover 

of a recent North Mississippi All-

Stars CD, titled òHernandoó.  

The Hernando Preservation 

Commission recommended 

Landmark status for the Water 

Tower to the Mayor and Board 

of Aldermen last fall.   


