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 The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Hernando met in regular session at 

City Hall on Tuesday, March 21, 2023 at 6:00 P.M. with Mayor Chip Johnson presiding. 

Alderpersons present were: Alderman W.I. ñDocò Harris, Alderwoman Natalie Lynch, Alderman 

Andrew Miller, Alderman Bruce Robinson, Alderman Chad Wicker, Alderwoman Beth Ross, 

and Alderman Ben Piper.  Also present for the meeting were: City Clerk Pam Pyle, Finance 

Director Ed Espitia, HR Director Julie Gates, City Attorney Steve Pittman, Public Works 

Director Lee Germany, Assistant Public Works Director Curtis Bain, City Engineer Joe Frank 

Lauderdale, Police Assistant Chief Charles Lanphere, Police Captain Dexter Gates, Emergency 

Communication Director Dana Lowrey, Fire Chief Marshel Berry, Fire Deputy Chief Sam Witt, 

Planning Director Austin Cardosi, Parks Director Jared Barkley, Nester Duran, Mark Beckworth, 

Buffy Polinshi, Danny Yelverton, Timothy Taylor, and Bob Bakken. 

 

 

20230321-2 

PLEDGE OF ALL EGIAN CE 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

20230321-3 

 

INVOCATION 

 

Alderman Miller  gave the invocation. 

 

 

20230321-4 

AGENDA 

 

Agenda 

City of Hernando 

Mayor and Board of Alderman 

Regular Meeting 

       March 21, 2023                     6:00 pm 

  
 

1) Call the meeting to order. 

 

2) Pledge of Allegiance -Judah Beavers 

 

3) Invocation  

 

4) Approve Agenda 

 

5) Approve Docket of Claims No.ôs ï 54159-54517 

 

6) Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on  

March 7, 2023. 

 

7) Consent Agenda 

 

A) Approval for Eva Ward to attend the MS Municipal Clerks Annual Spring 

Conference on April 26-28, 2023 and pay for registration and travel expenses. 

B) Approval for Copiers/Printers 36-month agreement with Southern Duplicating for 

departments copiers lease and for Pam Pyle to sign. 

C) Approval for Gia Matheny to attend the Mississippi Pinnacle Awards Ceremony 

in Hattiesburg on April 11-12, 2023 and pay for travel and per diem. 

D) Approval for Gia Matheny to attend a meeting in Jackson with MDA March 26-

27, 2023 and pay for travel and per diem. 
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E) Approval to partner with Ghost River Rentals for an Intro to Kayaking class on 

April 22, 2023 on the Coldwater River. Agreement has been reviewed by the City 

Attorney. 

 

8) Personnel Docket 

 

9) Donations Docket 

 

10)  Approval of Proclamation for Organ and Tissue Donation Awareness proclaiming Blue & 

Green Day-April 14, 2023. Randa Lipman to speak on Blue & Green Day Mid-South. 

 

11) Approval of MOU with the FBI Jackson Safe Streets Task Force (SSTF) and Hernando 

Police Department. 

 

12) PL-1700 Creekside Height Variance ï Request for a variance to the allowable height. 

The subject property is located on the north side of Creekside Blvd, east of McIngvale Rd 

and west of Mason Dr N in Sections 17, Township 3, and Range 7, Sam Patel, 

representing the owner. Request to Table until April 4, 2023. 

 

13) Update from Public Works on the City Paving Plan progress. 

 

14) Approval to accept the lowest/best bid of $202,550.00 from American Services, LLC for 

the Dogwood Hollow and Trapper Drive Asphalt Paving Project. 

 

15) Public Hearing for a proposed City Wards Redistricting Plan for the City of Hernando. 

 

16) Utility Adjustments 

 

17)  Adjourn   

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Harris and seconded by Alderwoman Lynch to 

approve the Agenda as presented.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò:  Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller,  

Alderman Wicker, Alderman Robinson, Alderwoman Ross and Alderman Piper. 

 Those voting ñNayò:  None 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of March, 2023. 

 

20230321-5 

 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.ôS 54159-54517 

 

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 54159-54517, in the 

amount of $2,045,077.49 for approval.  

Motion was duly made by Alderman Harris and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting ñAyeò:  Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Wicker, 

Alderman Robinson, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, and Alderman Harris. 

 Those voting ñNayò:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of March, 2023. 

 

A copy of the Claims Docket is attached and fully incorporated into these minutes. 

 

 

20230321-6 

 

APPROVE MINU TES OF THE REGULAR  MEETING OF THE  MAYOR AND  BOARD 

OF ALDERM EN MARCH 7 , 2023  
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Motion was duly made by Alderman Mi ller and seconded by Alderman Harris to approve 

the minutes from the regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on March 7, 2023.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, 

Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, and Alderwoman Lynch.  

Those voting ñNayò:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of March, 2023. 

 

20230321-7 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A) Approval for Eva Ward to attend the MS Municipal Clerks Annual Spring 

Conference on April 26-28, 2023 and pay for registration and travel expenses. 

B) Approval for Copiers/Printers 36-month agreement with Southern Duplicating for 

departments copiers lease and for Pam Pyle to sign. 

C) Approval for Gia Matheny to attend the Mississippi Pinnacle Awards Ceremony 

in Hattiesburg on April 11-12, 2023 and pay for travel and per diem. 

D) Approval for Gia Matheny to attend a meeting in Jackson with MDA March 26-

27, 2023 and pay for travel and per diem. 

E) Approval to partner with Ghost River Rentals for an Intro to Kayaking class on 

April 22, 2023 on the Coldwater River. Agreement has been reviewed by the City 

Attorney. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Robinson seconded by Alderwoman Lynch to 

approve the consent agenda as presented. 

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller.  

Those voting ñNayò:  None 

Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of March, 2023. 

 

20230321-8 

PERSONNEL DOCKET 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Ross seconded by Alderwoman Lynch to 

approve the personnel docket as presented.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller.  

Those voting ñNayò:  None 

Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of March, 2023. 

 

PERSONNEL DOCKET

March 21, 2023

New Hires Department Position Title Start Date Rate of Pay

Jennifer Chambers Dispatch Certified Dispatcher TBD $20.28/Hr

Clayton Palmoore PW Asst Water Operator TBD $16.50/Hr

Todd Riggins EMS Paramedic TBD $19.14/Hr

Pay Adjustments

Previous 

ClassificationNew Classification

Effective 

Date Current Rate of Pay Proposed Rate of Pay

Shane Todd Service Tech IService Tech II 3/26/2023 $16.12/Hr $17.00/Hr

Frankie D Barnett Lt/Medic Lt 3/26/2023 $6,000 Medic StipendRemove Medic Stipend

Liam Hall P-3 P-4 3/26/2023 $26.25/Hr $28.00/Hr  
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20230321-9 

 

DONATIONS DOCKET 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller  seconded by Alderman Harris to approve the 

Donation Docket as presented.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller Alderman Robinson, 

Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, and Alderman Harris. 

Those voting ñNayò:  None 

Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of March, 2023. 

 

 DONATIONS TO THE CITY 3/21/2023 Board Meeting

Animal Shelter

DATE NAME AMOUNT 

3/13/2023Lindsey Turman 5.00           General Animal Supplies

3/14/2023Anonymous $10.00 General Animal Supplies  
 

 

 20230321-10 

 

APPROVAL OF PROCLAMATION FOR ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION 

AWARENESS PROCLAIMING BLUE & GREEN DAY -APRIL 14, 2023. RANDA 

LIPMAN TO SPEAK ON BLUE  & GREEN DAY MID -SOUTH. 
 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Robinson seconded by Alderman Piper approval of 

Proclamation for Organ and Tissue Donation Awareness proclaiming Blue & Green Day-April 

14, 2023. Randa Lipman to speak on Blue & Green Day Mid-South. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller Alderman Robinson, 

Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, and Alderman Harris. 

Those voting ñNayò:  None 

Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of March, 2023. 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION  

ORGAN & TISSUE DONATION AWARENESS  

 

WHEREAS,  Every year, National Donate Life observes Blue & Green Day to amplify the 

importance of registering as an organ and tissue donor, and encourage the public 

to wear blue and green to raise awareness; and 

WHEREAS,  more than 106,000 Americans, including 4,000 in the Mid-South area, are 

currently on the national transplant waiting list; and 
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WHEREAS,  another person is added to the waiting list every ten minutes, and on average, 

twenty people die every day because the organs they need are not donated in time; 

and 

WHEREAS,  we can all do our part to save lives by educating and encouraging our peers and 

loved ones to register as an organ and tissue donor; and 

WHEREAS,   the City of Hernando, MS supports National Donate Life and Mid-South 

Transplant Foundation and its efforts to bring new life to men, women and 

children in need of lifesaving organ and tissue transplants; and 

WHEREAS,  we hold those that have saved lives through the gift of donation in the highest 

regard and are grateful for their selflessness. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Chip Johnson, Mayor of Hernando, Mississippi do hereby proclaim this 

14th day of April of 2023 in honor of Blue & Green Day Mid-South in the City of 

Hernando, and thus encourage all residents to promote the importance of organ 

and tissue donation. 

 

DATED THIS 21st day of March, 2023. 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

Chip Johnson, Mayor  

City of Hernando, Mississippi 

 

 

 

20230321-11 

 

APPROVAL OF MOU WITH THE FBI JACKSON  SAFE STREETS TASK FORCE 

(SSTF) AND HERNANDO POLICE DEPARTMENT.  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller  seconded by Alderman Harris approval of 

MOU with the FBI Jackson Safe Streets Task Force (SSTF) and Hernando Police Department. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper. 

Those voting ñNayò:  None 

Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 21st day of March, 2023 
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