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 The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Hernando met in regular session at City 

Hall on Tuesday, January 7, 2025 at 6:00 P.M. with Mayor Chip Johnson presiding. Alderpersons 

present were: Alderman W.I. ñDocò Harris, Alderwoman Natalie Lynch, Alderman Andrew Miller, 

Alderman Bruce Robinson, Alderman Chad Wicker, Alderwoman Beth Ross, and Alderman Ben 

Piper. Also present for the meeting were: City Clerk Pam Pyle, Police Chief Shane Ellis, Assistant 

Police Chief Charles Lanphere, Public Works Director Lee Germany, Assistant Public Works 

Director Courtney Maxwell, Planning Director Austin Cardosi, Parks Director Jared Barkley, Mayors 

Executive Assistant Scott Smith, City Engineer Joe Frank Lauderdale, City Attorney Steven Pittman, 

Nestor Duran, Robert Spears, and Crystal Shannon. 

 

Alderman Doc Harris attended via teleconference. 

 

20250107-2 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance ïBoy Scouts: Daniel Warfield and Henry Bowling 

 

20250107-3 

INVOCATION  

 

Alderman Miller  gave the invocation. 

 

 

20250107-4 

AGENDA 

 

Agenda 

City of Hernando 

Mayor and Board of Alderman 

Regular Meeting 

        January 7, 2025                                     6:00 pm 

  
1) Call the meeting to order. 

 

2) Pledge of Allegiance ï Boy Scouts: Daniel Warfield and Henry Bowling 

 

3) Invocation  

 

4) Approve Agenda 

 

5) Approve Docket of Claims No.ôs ï 67761-68025 

 

6) Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on  

December 17, 2024. 

 

7) Consent Agenda 

A) Approval for Mayor to sign the PE contract with Civil Link Engineering for the Mt 

Pleasant Bike Lane project, MDOT has approved. 

B) Approval for Cynthia Brewer to attend Spring Municipal Clerk Program in Oxford on 

March 25-28. 2025 and pay for all travel expenses. 

C) Approval to pay $500 registration fee for Gia Matheny to attend the Excellence in 

Tourism Leadership Program with MSU Center for Government and Community 

Development.  

D) Approval for Gia Matheny to attend Main Street Capital Day in Jackson, MS Feb 18-

19, 2025 and pay for travel.  

E) Approval for Mayor and Alderpersons to attend the DeSoto County Economic Council 

Capital Day in Jackson, Mississippi on February 12 - 13, 2025 and pay for travel, 

lodging, and per diem. 

F) Approval for J.M. Scott and K. Harvey to attend Interview & Interrogation class on 

3/3/2025-3/7/2025 at RCTA Meridian, MS. at no cost to the city. 
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G) Approval to apply for Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance grant for Dickens of a 

Christmas and Mobile App. 

H) Approval to apply for Mississippi Arts Commission grant for Dickens of a Christmas 

and Hernando Water Tower 10K. 

I) Approval to accept a donation from Whitney and Damian Franz of a Little Free 

Library to be installed by Parks Maintenance Staff at Conger Park.  

J) Approval to allow the Governorôs Job Fair Network within the Department of 
Employment Security use of the Gale Center at no cost to host a job fair on the below 

dates:  

January 29 & 30, 2025: Geared toward persons with disabilities.  

March 31 & April 1, 2025: Geared toward people who have been incarcerated 

and looking to re-enter the workforce. 

K) Approval of the proposed sponsorship agreements for facilities at the current Civic 

Center fields. Proposed sponsorships are listed below.  

Å Hernando Self Storage 

Will receive 2 outfield banners at current Civic Center fields. 

$500 per year. For three (3) years. 

L) Request to close the streets on the west side of Hwy 51 around the DC Courthouse for 

the DeSoto County Earth Day Celebration on Saturday, April 26, 2025 from 7am-1pm. 

We will need to close Panola Street off the square, Losher, Caffey, and Commerce on 

the sections that touch the Square for vendors to set up by 7:00 am. Businesses will be 

informed of the road closure. 

M) Approval for Dickens of a Christmas Friday, Nov 21, 2025 (movie) and Sat, Nov 22, 

2025 festival. Close Panola St, Caffey St, and E. Center Street from Hwy 51 to Church 

Street for Saturday festival. 

N) Approval for the Hernando Farmers Market to take place on the DeSoto County 

Courthouse square allowing farmers market vendors to sell food and craft products 

Saturdays April 26, 2025 through October 25, 2025. 

O) Approval to close off streets for 2025 Christmas Parade on Monday, December 1, 

2025, with a makeup date of Monday, December 8, 2025. Participants will be lining 

up on Vaiden Street at 5:30 pm, with the parade to begin at 6:30 pm. The parade will 

begin at the corner of Mt. Pleasant Extended and Commerce Street, traveling down 

Commerce Street, around the Square and ending at Hernando Baptist Church on East 

Center Street.  

P) The Hernando Main Street Chamber of Commerce would like to formally request the 

closing of streets for the 2025 Water Tower Festival. We would like to request the 

following street closings: 

¶ Panola Street from Saturday, September 27, 2025 at 4:00am till 6:00pm 

¶ Losher Street to Highway 51 from Saturday, September 27, 2025 at 4:00 

am till 6:00 pm. 

¶ Commerce Street from Highway 51 to City Hall, Caffey Street, Memphis 

Street and West Center Street from 4:00am till 6:00pm on Saturday, 

September 27, 2025. 

Q) Approval for Food Trucks for the Sunset on the Square event held every Thursday 

night in June. They start setting up around 5:00 PM and are normally gone no later 

than 9:30 PM. No street closures requested. 

R) Approval for Noahôs Gift 5K run, walk, skate race on October 4, 2025. The Noah's 

Gift Race Route will start and end at Maddox Foundation in Hernando (near the 

Square; Commerce Street and Highway 51 Intersection). After starting on Church 

Street, the race will travel briefly on Commerce Street and turn right on Highway 51. 

The race will then turn right onto South Parkway, and right again on Mt. Pleasant. The 

race will then travel on Robinson Road and turn left on East Street and end at Maddox 

Foundation. 

S) Approval for Gia Matheny to apply for an Entergy and Atmos grant for Dickens of a 

Christmas. 

 

8) Donations Docket 

 

9) Personnel Docket 

 

10) Recognize Shane Todd as Public Works Employee of the month for the month of 

December. 
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11) Recognize the Hernando Middle School Boys Soccer Team and Coach Lacey Pruden for a 

14-0 season and winning the DeSoto County District Championship. 

 

12) Approval to apply for the DWSI Loan Program for the water main that connects Madison 

Lakes Tank to Byhalia Road Water Plant. 

 

13) Approval to accept the lowest quote from Holden Integrated Services of $31,080.00 for 

Dogwood Sewer Project to close the wastewater lagoons and pay for from the SB2468 

Water/Sewer Improvements Fund. 

 

14) Utility Adjustment 

 

15) Adjourn   

         

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Robinson to approve 

the amended Agenda as presented. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò:  Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper. 

 Those voting ñNayò:  None 

 Absent: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 7th day of January, 2025. 

 

20250107-5 

 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.ôS 67761-68025 

 

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 67761-68025 in the 

amount of $1,793,115.46 for approval.  

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Robinson to approve 

the docket of claims for payment as presented.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò:  , Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper. 

 Those voting ñNayò:  None 

 Absent: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 7th day of January, 2025. 

 

A copy of the Claims Docket is attached and fully incorporated into these minutes. 

 

20250107-6 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF 

ALDERMEN DECEMBER 17, 2024 

  

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderwoman Lynch to approve 

the minutes from the regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on December 17, 2024. 

A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò:  Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman 

Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 

 Those voting ñNayò:  None 

 Absent: None. 

 Abstain: Alderman Piper 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 7th day of January, 2025. 

 

20250107-7 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

A) Approval for Mayor to sign the PE contract with Civil Link Engineering for the Mt 

Pleasant Bike Lane project, MDOT has approved. 
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B) Approval for Cynthia Brewer to attend Spring Municipal Clerk Program in Oxford on 

March 25-28. 2025 and pay for all travel expenses. 

C) Approval to pay $500 registration fee for Gia Matheny to attend the Excellence in 

Tourism Leadership Program with MSU Center for Government and Community 

Development.  

D) Approval for Gia Matheny to attend Main Street Capital Day in Jackson, MS Feb 18-

19, 2025 and pay for travel.  

E) Approval for Mayor and Alderpersons to attend the DeSoto County Economic Council 

Capital Day in Jackson, Mississippi on February 12 - 13, 2025 and pay for travel, 

lodging, and per diem. 

F) Approval for J.M. Scott and K. Harvey to attend Interview & Interrogation class on 

3/3/2025-3/7/2025 at RCTA Meridian, MS. at no cost to the city. 

G) Approval to apply for Mississippi Hills Heritage Area Alliance grant for Dickens of a 

Christmas and Mobile App. 

H) Approval to apply for Mississippi Arts Commission grant for Dickens of a Christmas 

and Hernando Water Tower 10K. 

I) Approval to accept a donation from Whitney and Damian Franz of a Little Free 

Library to be installed by Parks Maintenance Staff at Conger Park.  

J) Approval to allow the Governorôs Job Fair Network within the Department of 
Employment Security use of the Gale Center at no cost to host a job fair on the below 

dates:  

January 29 & 30, 2025: Geared toward persons with disabilities.  

March 31 & April 1, 2025: Geared toward people who have been incarcerated 

and looking to re-enter the workforce. 

K) Approval of the proposed sponsorship agreements for facilities at the current Civic 

Center fields. Proposed sponsorships are listed below.  

Å Hernando Self Storage 

Will receive 2 outfield banners at current Civic Center fields. 

$500 per year. For three (3) years. 

L) Request to close the streets on the west side of Hwy 51 around the DC Courthouse for 

the DeSoto County Earth Day Celebration on Saturday, April 26, 2025 from 7am-1pm. 

We will need to close Panola Street off the square, Losher, Caffey, and Commerce on 

the sections that touch the Square for vendors to set up by 7:00 am. Businesses will be 

informed of the road closure. 

M) Approval for Dickens of a Christmas Friday, Nov 21, 2025 (movie) and Sat, Nov 22, 

2025 festival. Close Panola St, Caffey St, and E. Center Street from Hwy 51 to Church 

Street for Saturday festival. 

N) Approval for the Hernando Farmers Market to take place on the DeSoto County 

Courthouse square allowing farmers market vendors to sell food and craft products 

Saturdays April 26, 2025 through October 25, 2025. 

O) Approval to close off streets for 2025 Christmas Parade on Monday, December 1, 

2025, with a makeup date of Monday, December 8, 2025. Participants will be lining 

up on Vaiden Street at 5:30 pm, with the parade to begin at 6:30 pm. The parade will 

begin at the corner of Mt. Pleasant Extended and Commerce Street, traveling down 

Commerce Street, around the Square and ending at Hernando Baptist Church on East 

Center Street.  

P) The Hernando Main Street Chamber of Commerce would like to formally request the 

closing of streets for the 2025 Water Tower Festival. We would like to request the 

following street closings: 

¶ Panola Street from Saturday, September 27, 2025 at 4:00am till 6:00pm 

¶ Losher Street to Highway 51 from Saturday, September 27, 2025 at 4:00 

am till 6:00 pm. 

¶ Commerce Street from Highway 51 to City Hall, Caffey Street, Memphis 

Street and West Center Street from 4:00amtill 6:00pm on Saturday, 

September 27, 2025. 

Q) Approval for Food Trucks for the Sunset on the Square event held every Thursday 

night in June. They start setting up around 5:00 PM and are normally gone no later 

than 9:30 PM. No street closures requested. 

R) Approval for Noahôs Gift 5K run, walk, skate race on October 4, 2025. The Noah's 

Gift Race Route will start and end at Maddox Foundation in Hernando (near the 

Square; Commerce Street and Highway 51 Intersection). After starting on Church 

Street, the race will travel briefly on Commerce Street and turn right on Highway 51. 
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The race will then turn right onto South Parkway, and right again on Mt. Pleasant. The 

race will then travel on Robinson Road and turn left on East Street and end at Maddox 

Foundation. 

S) Approval for Gia Matheny to apply for an Entergy and Atmos grant for Dickens of a 

Christmas. 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller  seconded by Alderman Robinson to approve the 

consent agenda as presented. 

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman 

Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, and Alderman Harris. 

Those voting ñNayò:  None. 

 Absent: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 7th day of January, 2025. 

 

20250107-8 

DONATIONS 
 

 Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Ross and seconded by Alderwoman Lynch to approve 

the Donations Docket as presented. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper. 

Those voting ñNayò:  None. 

 Absent: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 7th day of January, 2025. 

 
 

 DONATIONS TO THE CITY 1/21/2025 Board Meeting

Animal Shelter

DATE NAME AMOUNT 

12/31/2024Donnie W Hampton 500.00             General Animal Services  
 

20250107-9 

 

PERSONNEL DOCKET   

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller  and seconded by Alderwoman Lynch to approve 

the personnel docket as presented.  

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

 Those voting ñAyeò: Alderman Harris, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman Ross, and Alderman Piper. 

Those voting ñNayò:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 7th day of January, 2025. 

 

PERSONNEL DOCKET

January 7, 2025

New Hires Department Position Title Start Date Rate of Pay

James Lane Litter Litter Control Tech - Part Time TBD $16.50/Hr

Pay Adjustments

Previous 

Classification New Classification

Effective 

Date

Current 

Rate of 

Pay 

Proposed 

Rate of Pay

Dalton Houser Sanitation Laborer Sanitation Crew Lead TBD $16.38/Hr $17.00/Hr  
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20250107-10 

 

RECOGNIZE SHANE TODD AS PUBLIC WORKS EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH FOR 

THE MONTH OF DECEMBER .  

 

Public Works Director Lee Germany recognized Shane Todd as the Public Works employee of the 

month for December, 2024. 

 

 

20250107-11 

 

RECOGNIZE THE HERNANDO MIDDLE SCHOOL BOYS SOCCER TEAM AND COACH 

LACEY PRUDEN FOR A 14-0 SEASON AND WINNING THE DESOTO COUNTY 

DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP .  

 

No action taken. 
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20250107-12 

 

APPROVAL TO APPLY FOR THE DWSI LOAN PROGRAM FOR THE WATER MAIN 

THAT CONNECTS MADISON LAKES TANK TO BYHALIA ROAD WATER PLANT.  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Lynch and seconded by Alderman Robinson approval 

to apply for the DWSI Loan Program for the water main that connects Madison Lakes Tank to 

Byhalia Road Water Plant. 

A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman 

Ross, Alderman Piper Alderman Harris, and Alderwoman Lynch. 

Those voting ñNayò:   

 Absent: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 7th day of January, 2025. 

 

RESOLUTION  

NAMING AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE AND  

AUTHORIZING THE LOAN APPLICATION  

 

 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THOSE DOCUMENTS 

AND AGREEMENTS REQUIRED IN CONNECTION WITH THE APPLICATION FOR THE 

DRINKING WATER SYSTEMS IMPROVEMENTS REVOLVING LOAN FUND PROGRAM 

THROUGH THE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS 

IMPROVEMENTS BOARD AND NAMING CHIP JOHNSON AS THE AUTHORIZED 

REPRESENTATIVE FOR CITY OF HERNANDO. 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Hernando is making application for a Drinking Water Systems 

Improvements Revolving Loan Fund (DWSIRLF) loan from the MS. State Health Department to 

address deficiencies in water system such as connecting of water plants together for emergency 

backup for City water system, replace water lines due to maintenance issues, add valves on existing 

water lines as needed on water system, solve pressures deficiencies in system, correct water flows in 

City system as recommended by City fire codes.     

 

 WHEREAS, in order to apply for such a loan, the City of Hernando must submit a DWSIRLF 

Loan application package in compliance with DWSIRLF Program Regulations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such regulations require that the City of Hernando provide as part of such 

package a certified copy of a resolution which authorizes submission of the application and which 

designates an authorized representative to execute the application and to be the authorized 

representative for the project; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HERNANDO BOARD OF ALDERMEN. 

 

 SECTION 1:  That the submission of a DWSIRLF Loan application package is hereby 

authorized, with the proceeds from such loan to be used to finance and implement DWSIRLF Loan 

Program project DWI-H280__________. 

 

 SECTION 2:  That Chip Johnson is authorized to execute and file an application for a 

DWSIRLF loan on behalf of the City of Hernando with full authority to execute all documents 

pertaining to the project. 

 

 SECTION 3:  That Chip Johnson is hereby authorized to be the authorized representative of 

the project. 

 

 Alderwoman Lynch moved and Alderman Robinson seconded the adoption of the foregoing 

resolution, and the question being put to a vote, the result was as follows: 

 

 Alderman Harris    Yea 

  

 Alderwoman Lynch   Yea 

 

 Alderman Miller   Yea 
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 Alderman Robinson   Yea 

 

 Alderman Wicker   Yea 

 

 Alderwoman Ross   Yea 

 

 Alderman Piper   Yea 

 

  

This motion to adopt the resolution, having received the vote shown above, was declared carried. 

 

 This the 7th day of January, 2025. 

 

 

     _____________________________ 

     CHIP JOHNSON, MAYOR 

 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________ 

PAM PYLE, CITY CLERK 

 

 

20250107-13 

 

APPROVAL TO ACCEPT THE LOWEST QUOTE FROM HOLDEN INTEGRATED 

SERVICES OF $31,080.00 FOR DOGWOOD SEWER PROJECT TO CLOSE THE 

WASTEWATER LAGOONS AND PAY FOR FROM THE SB2468 WATER/SEWER 

IMPROVEMENTS FUND.   

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Robinson approval to 

accept the lowest quote from Holden Integrated Services of $31,080.00 for Dogwood Sewer Project 

to close the wastewater lagoons and pay for from the SB2468 Water/Sewer Improvements Fund. The 

city does not own the lagoon property and will not be obligated to close the lagoon, The owner is 

aware that he will be responsible for cleaning up the lagoon. 

A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò:  Alderwoman Ross, Alderman Piper, Alderman Harris, Alderwoman 

Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 

 Those voting ñNayò:  None 

 Absent: None. 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 7th day of January, 2025. 

 

20250107-14 

 

UTILITY ADJUSTMENTS  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Robinson and seconded by Alderwoman Ross to approve 

the Utility Adjustments as presented. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderwoman 

Ross, Alderman Piper Alderman Harris, and Alderwoman Lynch. 

Those voting ñNayò:  None. 

 Absent: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 7th day of January, 2025. 
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 Utility Bill Adjustment Docket

 The address listed below experienced a leak and did not receive the benefit of receiving water service.

House # Street Adjusted Amount Reason for Leak Adjustment

1 2660 McIngvale Rd (633.50) Repair to broken irrigation water main

2 3278 Magnolia Ridge Dr (195.54)

Repair where the meter meets the pipe leading to the 

house. Replaced meter.

3 2806 Elm Street (954.09) Pipe(waterline) replacement  
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20250107-24 

ADJOURN 

 

 There being no further business at this time a motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker, 

seconded by Alderman Robinson to adjourn. 

 Motion passed with a unanimous vote of ñAye.ò 

 

Absent: None 

 

RESOLVED AND DONE this the 7th day of January, 2025 

 

 

 

       ___________________________________ 

               CHIP JOHNSON, MAYOR  

ATTEST: 

 

 

________________________ 

PAM PYLE, CITY CLERK 
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