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 The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Hernando met in regular session at 

City Hall on Tuesday, July 1, 2025 at 6:00 P.M. with presiding Mayor Chip Johnson, 

Alderpersons present were: Alderman Lauren McLendon, Alderwoman Natalie Lynch, 

Alderman Andrew Miller, Alderman Bruce Robinson, Alderman Chad Wicker, Alderman Kit 

Kitchens, and Alderman Ben Piper. Also present for the meeting were: City Clerk Pam Pyle, 

Assistant City Clerk Nicole Hilario, Court Clerk Cassi Perry, HR Director Julie Gates, Finance 

Director Ed Espitia, Police Chief Shane Ellis, Assistant Police Chief Charles Lanphere, Police 

Captain Dexter Gates,  Dispatch Director Deborah Rosenberg, Fire Chief Marshel Berry, Public 

Works Director Lee Germany, Assistant Public Works Director Courtney Maxwell, Planning 

Director Austin Cardosi, Parks Director Jared Barkley, City Engineer Joe Frank Lauderdale, City 

Attorney Steven Pittman, Nicole Bramlett, Kaycee McMullen, Denise Hardin, Sadler 

McLendon, Lee Williams, Brandie Correro, Lorie Welch,  Amy McDurmon, Jennifer Blue, 

Melinda Moye, Susan Waldrop, Adam Emerson, Scottie Ellis, Tim Harris, Paige Williams, Bob 

Morris, Jim Flanagan, Larry Worthy, Nestor Duran, and Jerrett Mashaw. 

 

20250701-2 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance- Boy Scout: Henry Bowling  

    

 

20250701-3 

INVOCATION  

 

Alderman Miller  gave the invocation. 

 

 

20250701-4 

 

AGENDA 

 

 

Agenda 

City of Hernando 

Mayor and Board of Alderman 

Regular Meeting 

July 1, 2025                                     6:00 pm 

  
1) Call the meeting to order. 

 

2) Pledge of Allegiance ï Boy Scout: Henry Bowling 

 

3) Invocation  

 

4) Approve Agenda-Amended 

 

5) Approve Docket of Claims No.ôs ï 71843-72141 

 

6) Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on  

June 17, 2025. 

 

7) Consent Agenda 

 

A) Approval for Sgt. M. Sutton in the Police Dept. to attend Law Enforcement Drone 

Assoc. Conference 2025 in Framingham, MA. On 8/4-8, 2025and pay all travel 

expenses. 

B) Approval for L. Hall to attend Glock MOS Instructor class in Pearl, MS on 7/29-

31, 2025 and pay all registration and travel expenses. 

C) Approval for Z. Wallace to attend Police Radar & Lidar Instructor Course in 

Pearl, MS on 7/16-18, 2025 and pay all registration and travel expenses. 
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D) Approval for Sports Director, Michael Carson, to travel to Flowood, MS August 

2-3, 2025 to attend the Mississippi Soccer Association (MSA) Leadership Summit 

and cover room, travel, and registration.   

E) Approval for mobile food vendors for the ñ3v3 Liveò soccer tournament event at 

the Hernando Soccer Complex on Saturday, July 12, 2025.    

F) Approval for the Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi to use the 

parking lot, the kitchen, and a portion of the Gale Center for a food distribution 

event on Monday, July 7, 2025 from 9:30am ï 12:30pm. 

G) Approval the PTA of Oak Grove Central Elementary School to use the medium 

pavilion at Conger Park free of charge on Saturday, July 19, 2025 for the 

ñPopsicles at the Parkò. 

H) Authority to call Bond #1021004760, with First Security Bank, in the amount of 

$130,000 provided it is not renewed before July 5, 2025. 

 

8) Donations Docket 

 

9) Personnel Docket 

 

10) Approval of Proclamation for the Baptist Family 22nd Family Reunion July 4-6, 2025. 

 

11) Recognize Denise Hardin as PW Employee for the month of May. 

 

12) Approval of a professional services agreement with Grassland, Inc. to provide guidance 

and direction at the fields at the Hernando Civic Center at Renasant Park.  

 

13) Approval to publish the FY26 Tax Levy and Budget notice of Public Hearing. 

 

14) Approval of Resolution Finally Granting Tegra Medical, Inc. Exemption from Ad 

Valorem Taxation on personal and real property. 

 

15) Request to set the speed limit within the Delta Landing PUD at 20 mph.  

 

16) Approval to discontinue contributions to Crime Stoppers. 

 

17) Public Hearing for the DWSI Water System Improvement Project on Byhalia Road. 

 

18) Requesting Board approval to amend the ñRenasant Park Design Services ï Phase 3 

Splash Pad / Nature Play Improvementsò agreement between the City and Kimley-Horn 

and Associates, Inc. 

 

19) Approval to Appoint City Clerk-Pam Pyle 

 

20) Approval to Appoint Assistant City Clerk-Nicole Hilario 

 

21) Approval to Appoint Deputy City Clerk Cynthia Brewer 

 

22) Approval to Appoint Deputy City Clerk Beth Garcia 

 

23)  Approval to Appoint Deputy City Clerk/Human Resources Director Julie Gates 

 

24)  Approval to Appoint Police Chief-Shane Ellis 

 

25) Approval to Appoint Fire Chief-Marshel Berry 

 

26) Approval to Appoint Court Clerk-Cassaundra Perry 

 

27) Approval to Appoint Deputy Court Clerk Susan Waldrop 

 

28) Approval to Appoint Deputy Court Clerk Melinda Moye 

 

29) Approval to Appoint Deputy Court Clerk Jennifer Blue                   
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30) Approval to Appoint Deputy Court Clerk Amy L. McDurmon. 

 

31) Approval to Appoint Municipal Judge- Bob Morris 

 

32) Approval to Appoint Senior Municipal Judge- Adam Emerson 

 

33) Approval to Appoint Senior Prosecutor- Paige Williams 

 

34) Approval to Appoint Municipal Prosecutor- Russell Jordan 

 

35) Approval to Appoint Public Defender-Robert Johnson 

 

36) Approval to Appoint Public Defender- Clay Vanderburg 

 

37) Approval that all other current City employees shall continue their at will employment 

with the City of Hernando at their current compensation, subject to review and further 

action by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen, and subject to any and all handbooks, 

policies, orders, guides, rules, and/or regulation applicable to their employment. 

EMPLOYEE LIST 

 

38) Approval to Appoint Municipal Election Commissioners- Robin Ainsworth, Dale 

Bellflower and Katie Jewell. 

  

39)  Approval to Appoint J. F. Lauderdale as ADA Coordinator. 

 

40)  Elect Mayor Pro Tempore 

 

41)  Approval to Appoint Planning Commission members Russell Jordan, Keith Hawkins, 

Shea Skeen, Andi Arndt, Larry Newsom, Justin Max, Jerrett Mashaw, and Kevin 

Thorn. 

 

42) Approval to Appoint Historic Preservation Commission members Rachel Wright, 

Christopher Brown, Janie Norwood, Hollie Steele, Jerry Edwards, Sibonie Swatzyna, 

Jennifer Sheppard, Erin Owen, and Rob Long. 

 

43) Approval to hire Steven Pittman as City Attorney and Josie Gilder as Assistant City 

Attorney and approve the Mayor to sign the contract. 

 

44) Adopt amended Resolution Authorizing City of Hernando Credit Card Authorized 

users (Visa) 

Chip Johnson, Pam Pyle, Nicole Hilario, Ed Espitia, Julie K. Gates, Gia Matheny, Scott Smith, 

Jessica Green, Jared Barkley, Michael Carson, Dolly Brechin, Brandon Williams, Shane Ellis, 

Charles Lanphere, Marshel Berry, Sam Witt, Lee Germany, Courtney Maxwell, Denise Hardin, 

Austin Cardosi, Kristen Duggan, and Cassaundra Perry. 

 

45) Adopt amended Resolution Authorizing City of Hernando Credit Card Authorized 

users (Mastercard) 

Chip Johnson, Scott Smith, Jessica Green, Julie K. Gates, Pam Pyle, Nicole Hilario, Ed Espitia, 

Gia Matheny, Jared Barkley, Michael Carson, Brandon Williams, Dolly Brechin, Shane Ellis, 

Charles Lanphere, Marshel Berry, Sam Witt, Lee Germany, Courtney Maxwell, Densie Hardin, 

Austin Cardosi, Kristen Duggan, and Cassaundra Perry. 

 

46) Approve Mayor Willis ñChipò Johnson, Pam Pyle, Julie Gates, Ed Espitia as authorized 

signers of all checking accounts. 

 

47) Approve Surety Bonds for City Clerk, Deputy Clerks and other staff members of the 

City of Hernando. 

 

48) Approval of the City of Hernando Employee Handbook. 
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49) Adopt resolution appointing Mayor Johnson as Mississippi Municipal League 2025 

voting delegate and Alderman Miller as alternate for the City of Hernando. 

 

50) Adopt City Public Record Policy Resolution. 

 

51) Adopt City Purchase Policy Resolution. 

 

52) Adopt Records Retention Policy Resolution. 

 

53) Approval of Sole Source letter from Southern Pipe and Supply. 

 

54) Adjourn 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Kitchens and seconded by Alderman McLendon to 

move agenda item 24 and 43 to executive session. 

A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò:  Alderman McLendon and Alderman Kitchens 

 Those voting ñNayò:  Alderman Piper Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, and Alderman Wicker  

Absent: None. 

 MOTION FAILED this the 1st day of July, 2025. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Kitchens and seconded by Alderman McLendon to 

add to agenda to temporarily halt enforcement of the sign ordinance for 90 days. 

A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò:  Alderman McLendon, Alderman Kitchens, and Alderman Piper. 

 Those voting ñNayò: Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and 

Alderman Wicker. 

Absent: None. 

 MOTION FAILED this the 1st day of July, 2025. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Lynch and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the amended agenda as presented. 

A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderman Kitchens, Alderman Piper, Alderman McLendon, 

Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 

Those voting ñNay 

Absent: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 1st day of July, 2025. 

 

 

20250701-5 

 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.ôS 71843-72141 

 

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 71843-72141 in the 

amount of $1,619,227.64 for approval.  

Motion was duly made by Alderman Robinson and seconded by Alderman Miller to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented.  

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderman Piper, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, 

Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, and Alderman Kitchens. 

 Those voting ñNayò:  None 

 Absent: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 1st day of July, 2025. 

 

A copy of the Claims Docket is attached and fully incorporated into these minutes. 
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20250701-6 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD 

OF ALDERMEN JUNE 17, 2025 

  

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller  and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the minutes from the regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on June 17, 2025. 

A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAye: Alderman Piper, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 

Those voting ñNayò:  None 

 Absent: None.  

 Abstain: Alderman Kitchens and Alderman McLendon 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 1st day of July, 2025. 

 

20250701-7 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A) Approval for Sgt. M. Sutton in the Police Dept. to attend Law Enforcement Drone 

Assoc. Conference 2025 in Framingham, MA. On 8/4-8, 2025and pay all travel 

expenses. 

B) Approval for L. Hall to attend Glock MOS Instructor class in Pearl, MS on 7/29-

31, 2025 and pay all registration and travel expenses. 

C) Approval for Z. Wallace to attend Police Radar & Lidar Instructor Course in 

Pearl, MS on 7/16-18, 2025 and pay all registration and travel expenses. 

D) Approval for Sports Director, Michael Carson, to travel to Flowood, MS August 

2-3, 2025 to attend the Mississippi Soccer Association (MSA) Leadership Summit 

and cover room, travel, and registration.   

E) Approval for mobile food vendors for the ñ3v3 Liveò soccer tournament event at 

the Hernando Soccer Complex on Saturday, July 12, 2025.    

F) Approval for the Community Foundation of Northwest Mississippi to use the 

parking lot, the kitchen, and a portion of the Gale Center for a food distribution 

event on Monday, July 7, 2025 from 9:30am ï 12:30pm. 

G) Approval the PTA of Oak Grove Central Elementary School to use the medium 

pavilion at Conger Park free of charge on Saturday, July 19, 2025 for the 

ñPopsicles at the Parkò. 

H) Authority to call Bond #1021004760, with First Security Bank, in the amount of 

$130,000 provided it is not renewed before July 5, 2025. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Lynch seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the consent agenda as presented. 

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, 

Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderman Kitchens, and Alderman Piper. 

Those voting ñNayò:  None. 

 Absent: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 1st day of July, 2025. 

 

 

20250701-8 
DONATIONS DOCKET  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the Donations Docket as presented. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderman Kitchens, and Alderman Piper. 

Those voting ñNayò:  None. 

 Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 1st day of July, 2025. 
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 DONATIONS TO THE CITY 7/1/2025 Board Meeting

DATE NAME AMOUNT 

6/12/2025 Cynthia Wills 100.00                             General Animal Services  
 

 

20250701-9 

PERSONNEL DOCKET 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Robinson and seconded by Alderwoman Lynch to 

approve the personnel docket as presented.  

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, 

Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderman Kitchens, and Alderman Piper. 

Those voting ñNayò:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 1st day of July, 2025. 

 

PERSONNEL DOCKET

July 1, 2025

New Hires Department Position Title Start Date Rate of Pay

Chris Woodruff Fire/EMS Paramedic III TBD $26.16/Hr

Pay Adjustments

Previous 

Classification

New 

Classification

Effective 

Date

Current 

Rate of 

Pay 

Proposed 

Rate of Pay

Paul Anglin Haz-Mat Certified $600/Yr

Brian Rowe Haz-Mat Certified $600/Yr

Destin Wages Haz-Mat Certified $600/Yr

Peyton Coker Haz-Mat Certified $600/Yr  
 

 

20250701-10 

 

APPROVAL OF PROCLAMATION FOR THE BAPTIST FAMILY 22ND FAMILY 

REUNION JULY 4 -6, 2025. 

 

        

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the Proclamation for the Baptist Family 22nd Family Reunion July 4-6, 2025. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderman Kitchens, and Alderman Piper. 

Those voting ñNayò:  None. 

 Absent: None 

ORDERED AND DONE this the 1st day of July, 2025. 
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City of Hernando 
Proclamation 

Baptist Family 22nd Reunion: July 4-6, 2025 
 

WHEREAS, the Baptist Family Reunion was started by Mr. Frederick Baptist in 1984, along 

with the planning committee; and 

 

WHEREAS, the records in the DeSoto County Chancery Clerkôs Office show that Nedum 
Boone was the first ñBlack Manò to purchase land in DeSoto County, Mississippi. 

Nedum started out with a 40-acre plot but eventually purchased an additional 300 

acres; and 

WHEREAS, Nedum and Channie Boone were slaves owned by a DeSoto County slave master 

who brought them to DeSoto County from some part or area of the Carolinas. The 

family can be traced back as far as the 1800s; and 

 

WHEREAS, the name Baptist stemmed from Martha Hollie, who changed her sonôs name to 
Hiram Baptist, a surname gathered from the denominational Baptist Church; and 

 

WHEREAS,      The Baptist Family is a strong, faith-based family with integrity, hope, 

courage, determination, passion, respect, dignity, pride, perseverance, wisdom, 

love, immeasurable excellence and positivity. The word Impossible does not exist 

in our vocabulary!   

NOW, THEREFORE I, Chip Johnson, Mayor of the City of Hernando, on behalf of the Board 

of Alderman, do hereby wish to honor the Baptist Family as they celebrate their 

22nd Family Reunion, expressing our gratitude for their positive and lasting 

impact on our community. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 

and caused the Seal of the City of Hernando, Mississippi to 

be affixed on the 1st of July 2025.     

  Chip Johnson, Mayor 

City of Hernando, Mississippi  

 

 

20250701-11 

 

RECOGNIZE DENISE HARDIN AS PW EMPLOYEE FOR THE MONTH OF MAY.   

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Robinson 

approval of Denise Hardin as PW Employee for the month of May. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAye: Alderman Kitchens, Alderman Piper, Alderman McLendon, 

Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 

Those voting ñNayò:  None 

 Absent: None.  

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 1st day of July, 2025. 
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20250701-12 

 

APPROVAL OF A PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH GRASSLAND, 

INC. TO PROVIDE GUIDANCE AND DIRECTION AT THE FIELDS AT THE 

HERNANDO CIVIC CENTER AT RENASANT PARK.   

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Robinson 

approval of a professional services agreement with Grassland, Inc., to provide guidance and 

direction at the fields at the Hernando Civic Center at Renasant Park not to exceed $3,125.00 

which is a maximum of 25 hours at $125.00 per hour.  

A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderman Piper, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, 

Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, and Alderman Kitchens. 

Those voting ñNayò:  None 

 Absent: None.  

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 1st day of July, 2025. 

 

20250701-13 

 

APPROVAL TO PUBLISH THE FY26 TAX LEVY AND BUDGET NOTICE OF  

PUBLIC HEARING.  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Robinson and seconded by Alderwoman Lynch 

approval to publish the FY26 Tax Levy and Budget notice of Public Hearing. 

A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAyeò: Alderman Piper, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, 

Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, and Alderman Kitchens. 

 Those voting ñNayò:  None 

 Absent: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 1st day of July, 2025. 

 

20250701-14 

 

APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION FINALLY GRANTING TEGRA MEDICAL, INC. 

EXEMPTION FROM AD VALOREM TAXATION ON PERSONAL AND REAL 

PROPERTY. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Robinson and seconded by Alderwoman Lynch 

approval of Resolution Finally Granting Tegra Medical, Inc. Exemption from Ad Valorem 

Taxation on personal and real property. 

A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAye:, Alderman Piper, Alderwoman Lynch,  Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 

Those voting ñNayò:  Alderman Kitchens and Alderman McLendon 

 Absent: None.  

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 1st day of July, 2025. 

 

RESOLUTION FINALLY GRANTING  

TEGRA MEDICAL, INC.  

EXEMPTION FROM AD VALOREM TAXATION  

 

  

 WHEREAS, heretofore TEGRA Medical, Inc., filed its application for exemption from 

ad valorem taxation as provided by Section 27-31-101, et seq. Mississippi Code of 1972, 

Annotated; and 

 

 WHEREAS, by resolution adopted at the May 6, 2025 meeting of this Board, the 

application was approved for a period of five (5) years for personal property beginning on 

January 1, 2025, for exemption from ad valorem taxation for Application, except Library Fund, 

Park Fund, G O Bond Fund, State, School District and Road and Bridge ad valorem taxation. 
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That the Application and a certified copy of the resolution was forwarded to the Mississippi 

Department of Revenue all property described in said application: and 

 

 WHEREAS, on April 14, 2025, the Mississippi Department of Revenue approved the 

application for exemption for a period of five (5) years for personal property in the amount of 

$980,277.31 and real property in the amount of $197,827.00 beginning the date of completion 

date as stated on the application beginning January 1, 2025. 

 

 WHEREAS, a certified copy of the aforesaid Department of Revenueôs approval has 

been received by the City of Hernando Board of Aldermen, DeSoto County, Mississippi and is 

attached to this resolution and made a part of this resolution by reference thereto: 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:  

 

Section 1. That TEGRA Medical, Inc. is hereby Finally Granted an exemption from Ad 

Valorem taxation for a period of five (5) years for personal property in the amount of 

$980,277.31 and real property in the amount of $197,827.00. Total amount of property exempted 

is $1,178,104.27 as described in said Application except Library Fund, Park Fund, G O Bond 

Fund, State, School District and Road and Bridge ad valorem taxation, for a period beginning in 

January 1, 2025, which are used in, or necessary to, the operation of applicantôs factory in the 

City of Hernando, DeSoto County, Mississippi. 

 

Section 2. That a copy of the approval of the Mississippi Department of Revenue shall be 

recorded in the Minutes of this Board Following the resolution. 

 

Section 3. That the Clerk shall transmit a copy of the application together with a certified 

copy of the resolution adopted at the July 1, 2025 meeting of this Board and a certified copy of 

this resolution Finally Granting the exemption to the Mississippi Department of Revenue. 

 

Section 4. That a certified copy of this Order and a copy of the application shall be 

recorded in its Minutes. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Robinson, seconded by Alderwoman Lynch to 

adopt the foregoing Resolution.  

The following vote was taken on this action. 

Those Voting ñAyeò: Alderman Wicker, Alderman Piper, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman 

Miller, and Alderman Robinson. 

Those Voting ñNayò Alderman Kitchens and Alderman McLendon 

Absent: None 

 

 

ORDERED AND DONE, this the 1st day of July, 2025. 

 

 

 

      ___________________________________ 

      CHIP JOHNSON, MAYOR  

ATTEST:     CITY OF HERNANDO  

 

 

_____________________________ 

PAM PYLE, CITY CLERK 

 

 

20250701-15 

 

REQUEST TO SET THE SPEED LIMIT WITHIN THE DELTA LANDING PUD AT  

20 MPH.  
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Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Robinson 

approval to set the speed limit within the Delta Landing PUD at 20 MPH with the 

recommendation of Police Chief Shane Ellis. 

A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAye: Alderman Wicker Alderman Kitchens, Alderman Piper, Alderman 

McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch,  Alderman Miller, and Alderman Robinson. 

Those voting ñNayò:  None 

 Absent: None.  

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 1st day of July, 2025. 

 

20250701-16 

 

APPROVAL TO DISCONTINUE CONTRIBUTIONS TO CRIME STOPPERS.  

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Kitchens and seconded by Alderman Miller to 

approval to temporarily discontinue payments to Crime Stoppers with the recommendation from 

Police Chief Shane Ellis. 

A roll call vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting ñAye: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderman Kitchens  

Alderman Piper, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller,  

Those voting ñNayò:  None 

Absent: None.  

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 1st day of July, 2025. 

 

20250701-17 

 

PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE DWSI WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

ON BYHALIA ROAD.   

 

Mayor Johnson opened the Public Hearing. 

 

City Engineer, Joe Frank Lauderdale spoke at the public hearing on the DWSI Water Main 

Improvement Project on Byhalia Road. The topics included information on the facilities plan, 

location of the proposed project, the landowners affected by the project, the cost of the project, 

and any negative environmental impacts of the project. Also, presented was information if there 

could be an alternative to the plan (no alternative to the plan would solve the water service 

requirements in the City). The loan amount for the project would be $1,031,500.00 +/- at 1.95% 

interest with an annual payment of $65,000+/- for 20 years. Letters from Ms. Dept of Archives 

and History, MS. Natural Heritage Program, US Army Corp of Engineers, NRCS Farm Land 

Impact Review, and the US Fish and Wildlife Service have been received for the project. No 

negative environmental impacts have been noted in the letters to date.  The financial effect on the 

city will be a 3% increase in the Cityôs overall utility budget to pay for the loan note. City of 

Hernando Aldermen members had a few questions but no one from the public came forward to 

object to the project or had any questions concerning the project. 

 

Mayor Johnson asked if anyone would like to be heard. 

 

Hearing none, Mayor Johnson closed the public hearing. 
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