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 The Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Hernando met in regular session at 

City Hall on Tuesday, August 19, 2025 at 6:00 P.M. with presiding Mayor Chip Johnson, 

Alderpersons present were: Alderman Lauren McLendon, Alderwoman Natalie Lynch, 

Alderman Andrew Miller, Alderman Bruce Robinson, Alderman Chad Wicker, Alderman Kit 

Kitchens, and Alderman Ben Piper. Also present for the meeting were: Assistant City Clerk 

Nicole Hilario, Court Clerk Cassi Perry, Finance Director Ed Espitia, Director Deborah 

Rosenberg, Fire Chief Marshel Berry, Captain of Operations Kyle Hodge, Public Works Director 

Lee Germany, Assistant Planning Director Austin Cardosi, Parks Director Jared Barkley, City 

Engineer Joe Frank Lauderdale, City Attorney Steven Pittman, Jeremy Rowland, Nester Duran, 

Kristian Nevels, Dan Beardon, Matthew Rutherford, Fredy Hilario, and Jerrett Mashaw. 

 

20250819-2 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance- Boy Scout: Robert Hisaw 

    

 

20250819-3 

INVOCATION 

 

Alderman Miller gave the invocation. 

 

 

20250819-4 

 

AGENDA 

Agenda 

City of Hernando 

Mayor and Board of Alderman 

Regular Meeting 

     August 19, 2025                                 6:00 pm 

  
 

1) Call the meeting to order. 

 

2) Pledge of Allegiance  

 

3) Invocation  

 

4) Approve Agenda 

 

5) Approve Docket of Claims No.’s – 72952-73285 

 

6) Approve Minutes from the Regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on  

    August 5, 2025. 

 

7) Consent Agenda 

 

A) Approval for J. Herring and C. Crites to attend MEMS (Mississippi EMS) 

Conference in Biloxi, MS on October 13-15, 2025. Also authorize to pay travel 

and registration. 

B) Approval of the Hernando High School Homecoming Parade to be held on 

Thursday, September 18, 2025 with line up at 5:30 PM using the regular parade 

route starting at 6:30 PM. 
C) Approval to extend the contract with Civil-Link for the Mt Pleasant bike lane project 

from 8-31-25 to 8-31-26. 

D) Approval for Cynthia Brewer to attend Fall Certified Municipal Clerk Program in Oxford 

November 19-21, 2025 and to pay registration and travel expenses. 
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E) Approval to close Panola Street, between Losher St. and W. South St., on Saturday 

October 17, 2025 from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. for the Hernando Rotary Club Brewfest. 

The event begins at 6:00 p.m. 

F) Approval to enter into an agreement with independent contractor, Lauren Parker, to be an 

instructor for Little Kickers in Fall 2025. 

G) Approval of Proclamation for Down Syndrome Awareness Month for October 2025. 

 

8) Personnel Docket 

 

9) Discussion on 2025/2026 Hernando High School Football sponsorship opportunities. 

 

10) Approval to extend the Emergency Declaration of May 19, 2025 for 30 days due to the 

County burn pit access and other assistance from the Desoto County Road Department. 

 

11) Approval for Engagement Letter and completion of the 2024 Municipal Compliance  

 

12) Approval to apply for the SLCGP Cybersecurity Grant of $63,660.00 with no match 

from FEMA in the Dispatch Department. 

 

13) Approval of FY26 budget and to publish. 

 

14) Utility Adjustments 

 

15) Executive Session: Discussion with City Attorney on potential litigation pursuant to 

Mississippi Code Section 21-1-31. 

 

16) Adjourn 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Miller and seconded by Alderwomen Lynch to 

approve the agenda. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Kitchens, Alderman Piper, Alderman McLendon, 

Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 

Those voting “Nay”. None 

Absent: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 19th day of August, 2025. 

 

 

20250819-5 

 

APPROVE DOCKET OF CLAIMS NO.’S 72952-73285 

 

The Board of Aldermen were presented with a docket of claims No. 72952-73285 in the 

amount of $2,868,361.69 for approval.  

Motion was duly made by Alderman Wicker and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

approve the docket of claims for payment as presented. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Piper, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, 

Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, and Alderman Kitchens. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 19th day of August, 2025. 

 

A copy of the Claims Docket is attached and fully incorporated into these minutes. 

 

20250819-6 

 

APPROVE MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

MEETING ON AUGUST 05, 2025. 
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Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Wicker to approve 

the amended minutes from the regular Mayor and Board of Aldermen Meeting on August 5, 

2025. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye: Alderman Piper, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderman Kitchens and Alderman McLendon. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None.   

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 19th day of August, 2025. 

 

20250819-7 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A) Approval for J. Herring and C. Crites to attend MEMS (Mississippi EMS) 

Conference in Biloxi, MS on October 13-15, 2025. Also authorize to pay travel 

and registration. 

B) Approval of the Hernando High School Homecoming Parade to be held on 

Thursday, September 18, 2025 with line up at 5:30 PM using the regular parade 

route starting at 6:30 PM. 
C) Approval to extend the contract with Civil-Link for the Mt Pleasant bike lane project 

from 8-31-25 to 8-31-26. 

D) Approval for Cynthia Brewer to attend Fall Certified Municipal Clerk Program in Oxford 

November 19-21, 2025 and to pay registration and travel expenses. 

E) Approval to close Panola Street, between Losher St. and W. South St., on Saturday 

October 17, 2025 from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. for the Hernando Rotary Club Brewfest. 

The event begins at 6:00 p.m. 

F) Approval to enter into an agreement with independent contractor, Lauren Parker, to be an 

instructor for Little Kickers in Fall 2025. 

G) Approval of Proclamation for Down Syndrome Awareness Month for October 2025. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Lynch seconded by Alderman Wicker to approve 

the consent agenda. 

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, 

Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderman Kitchens, and Alderman Piper. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 19th day of August, 2025. 

 

20250819-8 

PERSONNEL DOCKET 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman McLendon to 

approve the personnel docket as presented.  

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, 

Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderman Kitchens, and Alderman Piper. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 19th day of August, 2025. 

 

 

PERSONNEL DOCKET

August 19, 2025

Pay Adjustments

Previous 

Classification

New 

Classification

Effective 

Date

Current 

Rate of 

Proposed 

Rate of Pay

John Slay EMT Certified Stipend TBD $600/YR  
 

 



CITY OF HERNANDO REGULAR MEETING AUGUST 19, 2025 

 

 

 

MINUTE BOOK 35, PAGE # 2025-8-19  4 

 

20250819-9 

 

DISCUSSION ON 2025/2026 HERNANDO HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES. 

   

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Kitchens 

approval for 2025/2026 Hernando High School football sponsorship in the amount of $1,200.00. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye: Alderman Piper, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman 

Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderman Kitchens and Alderman McLendon. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None.   

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 19th day of August, 2025. 

 

 

20250819-10 

 

APPROVAL TO EXTEND THE EMERGENCY DECLARATION OF MAY 19, 2025 

FOR 30 DAYS DUE TO THE COUNTY BURN PIT ACCESS AND OTHER 

ASSISTANCE FROM THE DESOTO COUNTY ROAD DEPARTMENT.  

 

             Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderwomen Lynch 

approval to extend the Emergency Declaration of May 19, 2025 for 30 days due to the County 

burn pit access and other assistance from the Desoto County Road Department. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Piper, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, 

Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, and Alderman Kitchens. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None.  

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 19th day of August, 2025. 

 

20250819-11 

 

APPROVAL FOR ENGAGEMENT LETTER AND COMPLETION OF THE 2024 

MUNICIPAL COMPLIANCE QUESTIONNAIRE AND MAYOR TO SIGN. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderwoman Lynch and seconded by Alderman Wicker 

approval for Engagement Letter and completion of the 2024 Municipal Compliance 

Questionnaire and Mayor to sign. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Piper, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, 

Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, and Alderman Kitchens. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None.  

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 19th day of August, 2025. 
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Government 

 

The City is governed by a Mayor (the "Mayor") and a Board of Aldermen (the "Board of Aldermen").  The 

Mayor is elected for a term of four years.  The Board of Aldermen consists of seven (7) members, each of whom is 

elected for a four-year term; six (6) members are elected by ward or precinct, and one (1) member is elected at large.  

The current members of the Board of Aldermen are: 
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Name Occupation Position Held Since 

W.I. “Doc” Harris, Jr. Alderman At-Large 7/1/17 

Natalie Lynch Alderwoman – Ward 1 1/5/21 

Andrew Miller Alderman – Ward 2 3/4/03 

Bruce Robinson Alderman – Ward 3 7/1/21 

Chad Wicker Alderman – Ward 4 7/1/21 

Beth Rone Ross Alderwoman – Ward 5 7/1/21 

Ben Piper Alderman – Ward 6 7/1/21 

Chip Johnson Mayor 7/1/21 

 

 

TAX INFORMATION 

Assessed Valuation 

 

Fiscal Year Real Property Personal Property1 

Public Utility 

Property Total 

2024 141,499,256 64,389,247 9,099,806 214,988,309 

2023 137,873,279 63,647,631 8,218,653 209,740,013 

 

 
1 Personal property includes mobile homes and automobiles.  
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Tax Levy per $1,000 Valuation 

 

 2024-25 2023-24 

General Fund 32.5347 33.9996 

Library Fund 0.8235 0.8308 

Municipal Bond & Interest Fund 5.4072 3.9350 

Culture & Recreation 2.000 2.000 

TOTAL 40.7654 40.7654 

 

Ad Valorem Tax Collections 

 

Year  Amount Budgeted 

Amount 

Collected 

Difference 

Over/(Under) 

2024 8,138,114.00 8,227,686.90 89,572.90 

2023 7,709,734.00 7,831,891.15 122,157.15 

 

 
Ten Largest Taxpayers 

 

Ten of the largest taxpayers in the City for fiscal year 2024 are as follows: 

 

 

Taxpayer 

 

Assessed Valuation 

 

Taxes Collected 

 

NEW AGE LOGISTICS INC 

 

$17,489,361 $712,866.36 

 

SXP SCHULZ XTRUDED PRODUCTS LP 

 

8,491,675 

 

346,120.67 

 

NITEO PRODUCTS LLC 

 

3,334,430 

 

135,911.36 

 

KROGER LP 

 

2,407,069 

 

98,112.13 

 

WAL-MART 

 

2,288,793 

 

93,291.21 

 

MRB-HERNANDO LP 

 

2,274,276 

 

92,699.49 

 

TEGRA MEDICAL LLC 

 

1,976,345 67,874.51 

 

ENTERGY MISSISSIPPI INC 

 

858,357 

 

34,986.63 

 

TASTE MAKER FOODS, LLC 

 

897,412 

 

33,509.97 

 

JOE POPPENHEIMER MANAGEMENT LLC 

 

825,029 

 

33,628.19 

Totals $40,842,747 $1,649,000.52 

 

 
Outstanding General Obligation Bonded Debt 

 

(As of September 1, 2025) 

 

 

Issue 

 

Date of Issue 

 

Outstanding Principal 

General Obligation Bonds, Series 2015 12/29/15 2,875,000 

General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2016 5/03/16 705,000 

General Obligation MDB Recreational Bond 05/31/24 7,253,000 

Total  $10,833,000 
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Other Outstanding Long-Term Debt 

(As of September 1, 2025) 

 

 

Issue 

 

Date of Issue 

 

Amount 

Mississippi Development Authority Hernando West 

CAP Loan (21-209-CP-0250378) 

 
06/26/2003 

 
446,921.00, 

DWSI Phase 4 (L170009) 11/5/2010 370 833.68 

SRF L a g o o n  (C280868-03-3) 5/1/2014 827,985.82 

Taxable Tax Increment Limited Obligation Bonds, 

Series 2016 (The Hampton Inn Hotel Project) 

 
1/21/2016 

 
75,000.00 

Trustmark Bank Parks & Cemetery Loan 05/18/2021 26,800.21 

Community Foundation of NW MS Parks Civic Ctr  12/19/23 616,677.83 

Hernando Saddle Creek Parks Civic Center Baseball 12/19/23          121,466.83 

North MS Utility Co. Purchase 01/01/2019 3,307,430.71 

Renasant Bank - 630 Whitfield 07/30/2019 342,523.90 

2013 Trustmark Fire Truck 06/25/2013 137,276.21 

2019 Community Bank Fire Truck 12/11/2019 305,105.84 

2018 Hancock Whitney Fire Truck Lease 12/17/2018 223,722.93 

2021 Trustmark Knuckleboom Lease Purchase 

(Utility Fund) 

 
01/15/2021 

 
11,501.66 

2021 Trustmark Public Works Equip Lease Purchase 

(Utility Fund) 

 
09/23/2021 

 
54,676.86 

2024 US BanCorp Knuckleboom Lease-Purchase 

(Utility Fund) 12/10/24 249,720.50 

Department of Economic & Community Development 

AWG CAP Loan (50863) 

 
02/01/2023 

 
2,869 474.74, 

Total  $9,912,118.72 

 

 

20250819-12 

 

APPROVAL TO APPLY FOR THE SLCGP CYBERSECURITY GRANT OF $63,660.00 

WITH NO MATCH FROM FEMA IN THE DISPATCH DEPARTMENT. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Kitchens 

approval to apply for the SLCGP Cybersecurity Grant of $63,660.00 with no match from FEMA 

in the Dispatch Department. 

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Piper, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, 

Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, and Alderman Kitchens. 

 Those voting “Nay”:  None 

 Absent: None. 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 19th day of August, 2025. 

 

20250819-13 

 

APPROVAL OF FY26 BUDGET AND TO PUBLISH. 

 

Statement from Alderman Miller was made to All Department Heads of the City of 

Hernando.  

 

No action taken. 
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20250819-14 

 

UTILITY ADJUSTMENTS 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Wicker to approve 

the Utility Adjustments as presented. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderman 

Kitchens, Alderman Piper, Alderman McLendon, and Alderwoman Lynch. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None. 

            ORDERED AND DONE this the 19th day of August, 2025. 

 
 Utility Bill Adjustment Docket

 The address listed below experienced a leak and did not receive the benefit of receiving water service.

    The water leak repair verification form and attached documents will be made part of the minutes.

House # Street Adjusted Amount Reason for Leak Adjustment

1 424 West Robinson (275.47) Repaired water line by the water meter.

2 1350 Getwell Rd (474.50) Repaired main water line a foot from the meter.

3 3500 Tates Way (204.81) Repaired leak in plastic pipe.

4 1558 Monteith Ave B (230.87) Repaired water leak.

5 256 Mandelle Cove (142.72) Repaired leak on house side of meter.

6 421 W. Commerce St (181.19) Repaired sprinkler head leak.  
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20250819-15 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: DISCUSSION WITH CITY ATTORNEY ON POTENTIAL 

LITIGATION PURSUANT TO MISSISSIPPI CODE SECTION 21-1-31. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Piper and seconded by Alderman Robinson to go 

into closed determination for Executive Session. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Piper, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, 

Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, and Alderman Kitchens. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 19th day of August, 2025. 

 

 

COME OUT OF CLOSED DETERMINATION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Miller and seconded by Alderman Robiinson to 

come out of closed determination for Executive Session. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Kitchens, Alderman Piper, Alderman McLendon, 

Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, Alderman Robinson, and Alderman Wicker. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 19th day of August, 2025. 

 

GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman Kitchens and seconded by Alderman Piper to go 

into Executive Session regarding discussion with City Attorney on potential litigation pursuant to 

Mississippi Code Section 21-1-31. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Wicker, Alderman Kitchens, Alderman Piper, Alderman 

McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, Alderman Miller, and Alderman Robinson. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 
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 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 19th day of August, 2025. 

 

 

COME OUT OF EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman McLendon and seconded by Alderman Robinson to 

come out of Executive Session. 

A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderman Kitchens, 

Alderman Piper, Alderman McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller. 

Those voting “Nay”:   

 Absent: None 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 19th day of August, 2025. 

 

DISCUSSION ON LITIGATION PERSUANT TO MISSISSIPPI CODE SECTION  

21-1-31. 

 

Motion was duly made by Alderman McLendon and seconded by Alderman Robinson in 

regards that we do not contest the annexation from Southaven of the Mississippi Code Section 

21-1-31. 

 A vote was taken with the following results: 

Those voting “Aye”: Alderman Robinson, Alderman Wicker, Alderman Piper, Alderman 

McLendon, Alderwoman Lynch, and Alderman Miller. 

Those voting “Nay”:  None. 

 Absent: None 

 Abstained: Alderman Kitchens 

 ORDERED AND DONE this the 19th day of August, 2025. 

 

 

 

20250819-16 

 

ADJOURN   

 

 There being no further business at this time a motion was duly made by Alderman 

Wicker, seconded by Alderman McLendon to adjourn. 

 Motion passed with a unanimous vote of “Aye.” 

 

RESOLVED AND DONE this the 19th day of August, 2025. 

 

 

 

    _______________________________ 

            CHIP JOHNSON, MAYOR  

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

NICOLE HILARIO, ASST. CITY CLERK 
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